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speaker I have zs Senator Owen Elmer.

S ENATOR ELMER: A v ery brief comment. G i ven the situation th a t
we have, c olleagues, it seems in appropriate to start a new
education program w hen mo r e mer itorious, old established
programs, such as our UN-0 tech school at Curtis, as our number
o ne veterxnarxan program zn the U n i ted St a tes i s fac e d w ith
e xt x n c t xo n . I f we f un d t h i s z n t h e l i gh t o f c u t t i ng t h a t and
throwing xt over the precipice of the budget cut, we are being a
l i t t l e h 'i pocri tical, and I would like to have y ou th i n k abo u t
that a you cast. your ballots on this. Thank you.

PRESIDENT: T h ank you, Senator Elmex. S e nator Hannibal, please.
I don't see him at the moment. O h , yes, there you are. I s e e
you now .

SENATOR HANNIBAL: Mr. Pres>dent, and members, I rise to o p pose
the committee amendment be c ause I oppose the bill. I am very
concerned, we are talking s o mu ch abo ut th i s prog r am, an d ,
again, w e are going to get into a debate as to what the public
perceives and what actually xs happening during the debate, a nd
you run the risk of standing up and talking about being against
educational programs for our gifted children in this state. A n d
far be it from me to talk for anybody else, but I be l ieve th at
there probably isn't anybody in thxs room that would not like to

state, and especially our gifted students because they will, in
fact, be our decision makers of tomorrow and we need to do those
kinds of things. H o wever, we also have to be realistic and the
people have made that point on the flo o r how you must be
realistic about what our budgetary situation is right now. And
a s Senator Johnson, Senator Hall, and others have po inted ou t ,
if you pass the b 11 with the Scofxeld amendment, you are really
just making a p ol it ical dec ision and saying, yes, we want to
help them but, no w e don't want to spend any money on h e m , and
so it probably wasn't a good policy decision to do that. Th at
z s why I have to opp o s e th i s or. a budgetary issue. O n a
budgetary issue, as Senator Elmer poxnts out, and Senator Warner
pointed out, Senator Scofield, and others have pointed ou t , we
don't have the funds to fund the programs we have a l r ea d y on t he
books. As a mat ter of fact, we are looking at tremendous cuts
at exxstxng programs. The last thang that we need to do i s to
b r i n g a new p r o gr am o n l i r e , s ome t h i n g s i gn i f i c ar t l y n ew wi t h
s ignificant budget impacts, an d for Sen a tor Jo h nson's, V ard
Johnson's sake, the ball has not been capped at 200 people. The
t ill as it is amended sets a 200 person floor for seniors. T h e

see excellence zn edu c ation f or a ll of o ur students in the
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